
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THE BOSS IS BACK 

As you know, I travelled to the UK over the Winter Break.  
How good it was to see family again, all four of our 
children and their families gathered in once place for the 
first time in six years! 

Of course, I kept in touch with school as necessary, but 
really the team here in Ningbo did an excellent job 
during my absence.  They ran the show, and my required 
input was minimal.  Big thanks to Robert and many 
others for their sterling work. It’s great to be able to trust 
others with real responsibility and know that all will be 
well. 

Now … after prolonged quarantine … I’m back in the 
office and busy wrapping up Semester 1 with the 
production of Reports due out on Tuesday February 22nd.  

 

There are encouraging signs of continued growth in student enrolment, and the work of 
recruiting teachers for the new academic year is well under way. 

I look forward to seeing you as Semester 2 progresses and to supporting your children in 
their hopes and aspirations. 

Philip R Billing 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates to Remember 

• March 4: Spelling Bee 

• March 25: NBIS Chinese Culture Day  

Winter Sky over the River Tamar 



 
More University Offers 

 

The future is bright for our graduating students! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Look What’s Coming… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

School Starts 

Welcome back! After the Chinese New Year Festival February 14th was the first day of school 
when teachers and students returned on campus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the new students at NBIS, it’s an important environmental transformation in their 
growth. They have to face the challenges of leaving the familiar environment and adapting 
to the new environment. We believe that with the kind help of the teachers and classmates, 
they will get used to study here.  

 

 

 



 

 

It's great to feel the energy and vitality of the students, their joy on renewing their 
friendships, and their anticipation for the new curriculum and new activities. 

 

After one day’s classes, now it’s time to go home, some of our students and teachers leave 
school in order. Some of our students and teachers have a great time in the ECAs Clubs. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

NBIS Students Experience the Cultural Heritage Event 

On February 14, NBIS students celebrated the Lantern Festival with local people at Zhanqi 
Town. They put on traditional costumes, sang lantern tunes, made Lantern Festival lights, 
and experienced the charm of the traditional Chinese Lantern Festival. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Running Horse Lantern is a cultural heritage with a history of more than 800 years. It's 
usually performed in festive celebrations like Spring Festival and Lantern Festival. Running 
Horse Lantern is a unique folk art in Zhanqi Town, people use this way to express joy and 
harvest.  

The students carried the horse's head in the left hand and the whip in the right hand, ran on 
the old street to the sound of gongs and drums, and won bursts of applause.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Five of our Year 1 students, two parents and our marketing officer Yuky Chen participated in 
this event. Thanks for their help and support. We look forward that the students can gain 
more opportunities to experience the beauty of Chinese culture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reported by the local social media. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out more details on our Official WeChat Account: 
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/v7TRE_TH8N-5nAEa78tEXg 



 

Reception C  

In Reception C, we have been working on the ability to subitise, which means identifying the 
number of things in a set simply by quickly looking at them—not by counting them one by 
one. Subitising is an essential part of developing number sense in early years children by 
helping them relate numbers to actual items or groups of objects. This understanding of 
part-part-whole relationships allows children to separate and combine numbers and 
accelerates understanding of addition and subtraction. In our lesson, we worked on addition 
by using the subitising ability worked previously. We used the dice faces from one to six to 
add and find the correct amount for ten. The children discovered that different 
combinations could make the same number, such as 6 and 4; 5, 2 and 3; 5, 4 and 1; 4, 3, 2, 
and 1.  

 

 



 

Year 3B：A New Year, A New Look 

Following the Spring Festival, Class 3B received three new friends: Aimee, Austin and 
Brayden. They are from USA, New Zealand and Australia respectively. Our incoming squires 
are energetic, curious and respectful. To kick start the new lunar year, we had our seat 
change. Learners also had a new rotation of classroom duties. Each squire contributes to the 
success of Class 3B, and we look forward to reaching a new height together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Magnetic Rail 

In Science class, we learned about magnets and how the two poles interact. We made a 
paper magnet and colored the north pole red, the south pole blue. We learned that the 
same poles repel, and the opposites attract. We acted out these magnetic interactions with 
a partner. Then, we challenged ourselves to make a long magnetic rail. Now we know how 
the toy trains are put together. Last but not least, we watched a video on a series of magnet 
experiments. Looks like our weekends will be busy with some cool science experiments! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 4B 

No, we haven’t gone completely morbid in 4B. This is the backdrop preparation for this 
year’s Mural. It will be a space theme. Last year we did under the sea, and the year before a 
scary horror theme. I’ll post in a future newsletter our progress. The students first suggest 
themes for the mural which we then vote on as a class to decide which theme will be 
chosen. Then the students design a mural, and they vote on the designs, and we follow the 
winning design. Students choose what part of the mural they would like to work on.  

This raises motivation through ownership and therefore makes teaching more effective.  

 

This is our new class reward scheme. Students move round this map in a group after 
choosing a character for their group. Each character has different strengths and 
weaknesses. They face tough choices and dangers on the way, working together to get to 
the final castle, and their reward.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Science in 4B. In Science we are currently studying the Material world. We are learning 
about the three states of matter. This is experiment 2 of 3 for the week. We are observing 
the movement of water particles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 
 



 

Y9 Chemistry Holiday Workshop 

The year 9 students came to school during the first two days of the holiday to complete 
some longer chemistry practicals. The students completed practicals that demonstrated the 
reactivity of metals, exothermic and endothermic reactions, titrations, and displacement 
reactions which they had been learning about towards the end of semester 1. In groups of 2 
- 3 they completed practical papers taken from IGCSE Chemistry past papers to familiarise 
themselves with what could be expected next year if they decide to take on chemistry and 
the type of questions that could be asked. Students recorded results, displayed their data in 
appropriate graphs and planned and tested out their own experiments. They also become 
comfortable with using equipment such as a burette and a bunsen burner, correctly. The AS 
Chemistry students helped on both of the days which the year 9 students (and Ms Smout) 
appreciated. The year 9 students were able to ask the AS students many questions about 
what to expect in later years and how best to approach each experiment. Many students 
expressed how they are now very excited to take on chemistry in IGCSE! 

 



 
NBIS Extracurricular Activities (ECAs) 

Engineering Club Updates - Skateboard Parks  
 
Between November and January, the Engineering club learnt how to build their own 
skateboard parks out of cardboard. The project was designed, presented and taught by 
Maverick Gervais (9A) who was assisted by Ms Smout. Maverick led a tutorial session where 
he presented his own PowerPoint presentation to the group. He taught them how to 
construct different ramps, corners, and how best to use a glue gun and board cutters.  

Even though not all the groups submitted a final project, a lot of fun was had by all. 4 teams 
entered their skateparks for the final judging of the skateparks. Maverick and Ms Smout 
collaborated and decided the winner was Max (9A), second place was Noah (9A) and third 
place was shared by two groups. The first group was Zhiwang and Elena and the second 
group was Joey, Queenie and Treasure. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First place - Max 

Second place - Noah 

Third place - Elena and Zhiwang Third place - Joey, Queenie and Treasure 



 

French Club Updates 

On 17th February, our French ECA invited Mon Epoque which is a local French bread shop to 
NBIS. Mr Samy introduced the French bread and helped students learn how to make the 
bread. Students listened very carefully to Mr Samy’s introduction and got to know more 
about the knowledge of the French bread. It helped the students to know the culture in a 
vivid way, they could learn by touching the flour, smelling the bread, and understanding the 
job to be a baker. The class helped them build the sense of a career. 

 

Board Meeting 

On 17th February, the Board Meeting of NBIS was held on campus. Chairman of NBIS Board, 
Mr Ying Xiong inspected the work of the first semester and highly appreciated the hard work 
of the teachers and staff of NBIS. Principal Mr Billing, Deputy Principal Mr Robert and other 
school management received the visiting leaders. Mr Ying Xiong also praised highly the 
great work which had been done and looks forward to the future of the school. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Welcome the New Librarian at NBIS 
 
Learning & Exploring  

Greetings! 

I’m Miss Trina from Canada.  

And I’m pleased to have this opportunity to 
introduce myself to the staff, students and 
parents of Ningbo British International 
School (NBIS).  For over a decade, I have 
worked in the library and literacy arena, and 
since 2018, I’ve taught English to young 
learners. My time spent in China has been a 
thrilling and incredible cultural journey. 

I believe learning is quintessential for one’s personal and academic growth. Because of my 
passion for literacy and knowledge—I—too, wish to encourage others to instill a love for 
education and reading. I look forward to this journey of learning and exploring amongst my 
peers and students.  

 
 
Introduction of the General Affairs Office 
 

My name is Ye Zhaojiang and I’m a school 
police officer in the NBIS fire control room. The 
fire control room is a line of defence for the 
fire alarm system, the control centre and 
information centre are the command centre 
for firefighting operations, and the monitoring 
system is responsible for monitoring the 
situation around the campus and the 
entrances and exits, and for keeping track of 
the various developments within the campus. 

To ensure the personal safety and property security of all students and teachers, the fire 
control room needs to be manned 24 hours a day. I can operate various equipment, pay 
close attention to the monitoring screen, and provide timely feedback when suspicious 
situations or alarm signals are detected. In order to serve the school effectively, I will make 
more efforts to learn the national fire laws and regulations. Learning professional 
knowledge could improve my work ability, I love my job at NBIS. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NBIS Food 
 


